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Photo Couresy of Linda Ginael

Danny Keysar (left), pictured with his brother Ely, died 10 years ago in the collapse of a portable crib that had
been recalled. Danny's mother, Linda Ginzel, has campaigned for tougher product safety standards since then.

Satety bill a boy’s sad legacy

By Patricia Callahan
UBUNE REPORTER

Linda Cinzel never wanted to be a
ONSWMeT activist

The University of Chicago profes-
sor becaume one after her son Danny
Keysar was strangled at his Lincoln
*urk day-care provider a decade ago
when a recalled portable crib col-
lapsed on his neck. It was two days
fler Mother's Day in 1968,

Uanny, 16 monthsold, was the ifth
baby to die in the Playskool Travel-
Lite, which was made by Chicago-
hased Koleraft Enterprises. Three
months later, a New Jersey baby
died in exactly the same way. [n all,
at least 17 children have died in port
ible cribs with a similar design.

Ginzel has spent the last decade
pushing for tougher testing of chil-
{ren's products before they're sold
ind more effective ways of sweeping

dangerous products off store
shelvee She and her hushend

founded Kids r Danger, a Chicago-
based nonprofit dedicated to chil-
dren’s product :a!t-u.

"We'd rather have our son.” Gin-
zef sald, choking up. ~Sut » hutever

we can do to protect cther fanilios—
it's not l\‘&n\ a cholce W can make
It's something we have to do."”

Glnzel has bared her grief before
Congress and state legislatures
around the country in the hopes thut
Danny's story would prod tougher
safety laws. But it was a long fight.

The productsafety bill compeo-
mise announced Monday includes a
provision named after Danny. That
part of the law forces the C.S. Con-
sumer Product Safoty Commission
to enact tougher safety rules for du-
rable nursery products, including
cribs, and requires that manufe
turers test their products to those
standards before they're sold.

“The whole itea s to make sure
that children's products are safer
when they Zet to stores rather than

'I.ﬂ.‘.‘.: w0 retrieve recalled prod-
ucts,” she ~'A(1

It also requiyes that manufac-
mress include mogistration cards—
ones nl .\'5 prying ques-
tions, Such 2s 4 consumer’s income
evel--s0 that 1.11.4“1(‘1[11‘(‘!3 can
notify pacents if there is a recall,

The crib that killed Danny didn't
include such a card. The mom who
tonated the ¢rib to the home day
care didn't know it bhad been re-
alled, Ginzel

“Her daughter

maid
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was still at the day

care,” Ginzel said. “Had she been no-
tified, she would have been able tc

wotify the day cam. ... It might have
saved my son's ife."”

Ginzel sces the law
Danny’s legacy

“This has the potential for rea.
systemic change 10 tuly hnprose
the nation's product safety net,"” she
sald, “The time has come.”
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