
 
$SALE! SALE! SALE!$ 

Yard Sale Safety Tips 

 

Summer is yard sale season.  The US Consumer Product Safety Commission is urging 
consumers to be aware that recalled items commonly show up in garage sales and thrift 
shops. Whether hosting or visiting a yard sale, follow these safety tips to keep kids safe 
this summer. 
 

Yard Sale Safety Checklist 
 Check all products you buy/sell against the CPSC’s list of recalled products at 

cpsc.gov. Check car seats at NHTSA.gov. 
 Do not sell/buy items that are broken or missing pieces (especially for items that 

need to be assembled, such as cribs). 
 Do not sell/buy older model cribs, car seats, or playpens that do not meet current 

safety standards (over 5 years old is too old to be reused). Beware of products 
with protruding hardware or rotating top rails that do not properly lock into 
place.  

 Do not sell/buy baby bath seats or bath rings, baby walkers, or sleep positioners 
as these are not safe for use. 

 Include manufacturer info, instructions, and product registration cards when 
possible. These can sometimes be found at the manufacturer’s website.  

 Never sell a car seat or bike helmet that has been involved in a crash as it won’t 
protect adequately in the next one. Don’t buy used car seats or helmets since you 
can’t be sure of its history. 

 Make sure children’s clothing doesn’t have drawstrings around the hood or neck. 
Drawstrings can catch onto playground and other equipment and strangle young 
children. Drawstrings at the waist should be no longer than three inches. 

 Check the CPSC’s recall list for play basketball hoops as these can pose a 
strangulation hazard. 

 If a hazardous or recalled product is found, alert the yard sale host and properly 
dispose of it. 

 
 

To learn more visit www.KidsInDanger.org or call (312) 595-0649   
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