Kibs IN DANGER” ACTION NEWSLETTER

Parents, caregivers,
1{- [i ‘ i {"r l{ ¢ I] l“rt palicymakers and

i reporers  often
have difficulty finding information abowt dangercus children's
products. To meet that need, Kids In Danger launched our
redesigned web site in Movember, A powerful ool in educating
the public about dangerous children's products and disseminating
vital safery information, www.KidslnDangerorg iz updated
regularly 1o offer arvcles abour children's product safery and report
on Kids In Danger's activities. Virtual visitors can use the site o
refer friends to KID's mailing lst, search the CSPC for recalled
produces, or view our publications online. Kids In Danger extends
a special thank you to the wolunteer web site team consisting of
Carmen Marti, Scott Jelinek, Linda Stone, John Krewson,
and Holly Raider Burt for their hard work and dedication.

December marked the completion of an ambitious outreach
project. Through a genercus grant from Toys R Us, KID distribuced
almost 1000 copies of It's No Accident: How Corporations Sell
Dangerous Baby Products by Marla Felcher e consumer
advecaves, childcare and medical professionals, grandparents, fosoer
parents, public fbraries, and other stakeholders and policymakers
nationwide. lt's Mo Accident i available in bookitores nationwide
and ag amazon.com. Access amazon.com through our web site and
KID will receive a portion of the proceeds of your purchases,

In January, KID launched a series of workshops vo educate groups
about children’s product !.‘IFI’."T" and abowt what they can do to
protect their children from recalled preduces. To dace, we hie
addressed au pairs from Lincoln Park and Hyde Park and several
groups of childeare providers in the Edgewater and Rogers Park
nefghborhoods. f you are nterested fn a workshop in your
community, or would like o distribute educational materials o
concerned parents or carégivers, contact us at 312-5395-0649 or
emaili@KidsinCrangerorg. Thank you to the Early Childhood
Merwork of Edgewater and Rogers Fark, the Park West Community
Asgociation and the Circle of 3ervice Foundation for funding for
our waorkshops.

Finally, we recently released Clear and Present Dangers:
Children’s Product Recalls in 2001, a report eccaméning recalls
issued by the L5 Consumer Prodect Safety Commission (CPSC).
This report found that 52% of all recalls lase year were for children's
produces. Look inside o find our more abour how Kids In Canger
is working to change the juvenile predect industry and what we are
doing o educate the public, advecate for children, and promaote
the development of safer children's products.
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KID’s Best Friend Award Nig,ht

On Monday, May &, 2002, KID will honor the Target 5§
Consumer Unit of NBC Chicago for their in-depth coverage of
children's safety and tireless efforts to provide lifesaving
information to Chicage consumers. The anmual Best Friend Award
will be presented to
Lisa Parker along with
producer Robin Groen
and Marion Brooks, A
recaprion, silent auction
and award presentation
will  take place ac
MeCormick & Schmick's
Seafood Restawrant in
Chicage. Warch your mail
for an invitation te Kids In
Dangers Second Annual
Best Friend Award Might!

About Kids In I)mlg:ur

Simteen-month-old Danny Keysar died in 1998 in a portable
crib recalled in 1993, Kids In Danger, a nonprofit organization
dedicaved 1o protecting children by improving children'’s product
safery, was founded in the
lowing memory of Danmy
and all wicdms of chil-
dren’s products. KIDYs
mission B o promote
the development of
safer children’s products,
advocate for children,
and educate the public,
especially parents and
carggivers, about dangar-
ous childrans products.



Kids In Danger has a chreefold mission: to educate, advocate and promote.
‘_{I‘{" CACY l{ " I] “,r[' As we begin a workshop series and publish brochures to educate childcare providers
- and parents about dangerous products, and promote safer products through input
inpo woluntary standards through ASTM Internaticnal, Kids In Danger also is monitoring and championing the Children's Product Safecy Act

in seates across the country.

First passed in [linois in 1999 and more recently in Michigan, Arkansas, Louisiana and Vermont, the Children’s Product Safety Act [CPSA)
prohibits the sale or leasing of any unsafe children’s product and requires childcare providers to certify that they have checked for and
removed recalled products.

Last summer, Kids In Danger approached legishtors in states across the country to sponsor the CP3A. State Semator Pat Pascoe in
Colorado introduced 5B 02-040, which has passed the Senate as of this writing and is waiting for action in the Colorado House. Rhode |sland,
Washingron, Hawaii. lowa, Missouri, Mew York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Georgia will all consider the CP4 this year. Check the Kids In
Danger web sive or call cur office for the staous in any stace. More staces plan vo incroduce the bill in 2003, the first year of 2 new lepislative

cycle.

State Bill # Sponsor
While the CP5A provects children from dangerous products already in Colorado SE 02-040 Santor Pat Pascos
the marketplace, HR 3283, the Infant and Toddler Durable Product Representative Debbie Staford
Sofety Act aims to prevent those dangerous products from SR i Saiar lan B

reaching the market in the first place. This piece of naticnal legislation
was introduced by Representative |an Schakowsky (D-IL) and bowa HF 7234 Representative Ro Fooge
supporied by 30 co-sponsors; it requires certification of premarket

testing to smandards ser by a panel appointed by the CPSC. The bill ik ol A Ak Dowhec
has been assigned o the Sub-Commimee on Commerce, Trade and Rhode Island | 52493 Senator Catherine Graziang
Consumer Protection and hearings will be scheduled soon. Also on washingion | § 3004 St e Ko
the naticnal level, Rep, Red Blagsjevich iz se2 to reintroduce legizlation

that requires manufacturers to report the effectivensss of recalls o Wst Virginia | HE 4089 Fepresentative Robert 5, Kiss
the public. Let your congressional representative know that you

support safe infant and children's products, Table Pictured Above: 2002 Legrslotive Session — Bl Seatus

Gi“?.'['.l Vs. Kﬂlﬁrﬂ Et On December 6, 2001, moments before they were scheduled to go to trial, Kids In Danger
co-founders Linda Ginzel and Boaz Keysar settled their case against Koleraft and Hasbro for the death of their son Daniel Keysar
in a Playskool Travel-Lite portable crib. The lawsuic named Kolcraft, the manufacturer of the porable orib, and Hasbro, whose
witll-knonwn, Playskool brand was on the item through 3 licensing agreement, a3 defendants. The setdement of 33 million i one of the
largest on record for the death of a child in an unsafe children's producc

These cribs are time bombs, walting for the next wicim. Kids In Danger calls on Hasbro o finally use fis vast resources 1o rerrieve
the thousands of eribs still in homes and childcare facilities. They know how to reach parents to sell products - we challenge them to
use that knowledge to remove every orib from use.

Perhaps the most imporant measwre of this seclement was the denial of requests for secrecy by the manufacturers. Throughour
the negotiations, Linda and Boaz stood firm for openness and the ability for others to access the information uncovered by the case.




Clear & Present Dangers: Children’s Product Reealls in 2001

In February, Kids In Danger released a report highlighting the dangers to children from recalled products. Even though childrens products
account for a small fraction of the more than 15000 products regulaced by the US. Consumer Product Safery Commission (CPSC), dhey malke
up more than half of the products recalled last year.

The report showed that |18 of the 225 recalls issued by the CPSC in 2001 were for items intended for use by children or for the care of
children. bn 2000, as in previous years, CPSC recalled an average of vwo children’s produces a week. Odher findings of the report include:

& ¢ Fory-one percent of all childrens product recalls are for voys. Mursery products and sporis
equipment follow at 23% each and clathing at 14%,

T % The largest recall was of 3.8 million kids meals toys from Chik-Fil-A, followed by 3.4 million car
seat’carriers by Evenflo. CPSC only has jurisdicton over car seats in their use outside auvos, The
Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration regulates their use as transportation safety devices,

&= The highest injury rates were for strollers recalled by Century Products (250 injuries reported of
< BE0,000 sold) and highchairs by Graco Products (105 injuries of B&0,000 sold).

=7 Two children died in products thar were recalled in 3001 one in a Cosco playpen whose top raills collapsed, and one in a Burger King
" net-enclased play structure,

T F Gafety Ist had the most recalls of any children’s manufacturer, with four different products accounting for almost 3.5 million units,
The CP3C and manufacturers do a3 lackluster job of retrieving recalled products. Until that changes, it is up to consumers to protect

themselves. Kids In Canger urges parents and caregivers to check their own homes for these and other recalled items. Please visi our web sive
or call ug for a copy of the report.

Riley Grasseth, March 7, 2000 = January 2, 2001

;' [} ]
5" “tl Itht Dangerous recalled products continue to be used every day by
' parents and caregivers who are unaware of the dangers posed,
These products create a mincfield for our children—ngo one knows where they are or who will be
injured or killed next. Danny Keysar was the | 2th victim of one such landmine, collapsing top-rail
portable cribs, And early last year, the [4th baby was killed in this type of crib, 9-month-old
Ridey Grasseth of Longview, Washington,

Having been an EMT, a first abd and CPR teacher a 911 dispaccher, and a self-proclaimed
overprotective parent. Riey's mother Raedyn Grasseth knew more about safery than most, Soll, she
didn't suspect that the products she used for her own children could be unsafe; she would never
knoewingly put her child in anything dangergus. Given the number of children’s proeduct recalls and the
limived garreach to consumers that susrcands them, mary recalls are never heard of by consumers,

A friend of Raedyn's loaned her 3 Baby Trend Home & Ream portable playpen, neither of them realizing thar the product had been recalbed in Ociober,
1993 Riley slept in it—afeer all, it was marketed a3 3 portable erb. There was no reason 1o believe the Baby Trend unsafe.

Early in the mOrnang on Janwary 2, 2001, while 'n-.l'|;|r|-:||1!|L the gm-.n:p.rd shift as a 911 dispatcher, Raedyn received a call from her own home, K was her
husband., The crib's top rails had colapsed on Riley, and she wasn® bn:-:.ﬂ1ing. Racdyn dispatched ambulances, but it was too late. The hndmine had
cxploded, and Riley was dead.

Like Linda and Boaz, Raedyn nerned her grief voward activism and became an advocate for children's product safege. In the first three weeks after Riley
died, sha found 21 recalled playpens in her county of bess than 4,000 people, She worked with state legislitors o pass legishation that woald increase
education ©e parents and caregivers abouwt recalled products. Raedyn is now helping suppost the Children's Product Safery Act that s pending in
Washingron Stane,

Juse gix months later, the Baby Trend struck agaim, this tme killng eght-ronth-old Ethan Hawser of Seartle, Washington. Raedyn Grasseth has
rexched out to Ethan's parents, Latra and Todd Hauser, to help them in their grief and encourage them to help in the fight for safer children's products.
To dave, five infznt deaths have been linked wo Baby Trend cribs, thees of which occurned after the product was recalled. Fifeeen children have died n
five diferent brands of recalled porable cribs.



Learn More... it

LS. Postage

PAID
Parents and caregivers can learn Chicago, IL

abour product recall informadon by Pt Mo, 6508
calling the LS Consumer Product
Safery Commizsion hotline ac |-800-
BIB-CPSC or wisiting www.opsc gov
More information i3 available at ouwr
wel sive, wensr KidsinDanger.org,

Kibs IN DANGER™

I 16Wese lllinois Streer, Suive 5E
Chicago, IL 60610

Telephone 312-595-0649

Fax 312-595-0939

wowrws KidsinDanger.arg

email @KidsinDanger.org

Brochures Now Available

Again in 2000, the WS Consumer
Product Safery Commission recalled
children's products at a race of oo per
week! Our brochures, available in
English and Spanish, offer step-by-step Is B i you do not live in the Chicago area, please consider giving a gift o
guidelines for keeping yourself informed my child KD in liew of atending cur Annual Fundratser. Wanch your masl for

of product recalls. For mare informa- an invitation:

Give to Kids In Danger

B KID can now accept donations through payroll deductcns and
autormatic withdrawal. Plexse call us to find out how.

. SAFE?
E?r:::rw:: ﬁ::‘; 2:1“ .EL?: I?: B Donate Your Car = Thinking of trading in your automobile!
: Mow you can donate the valuee of your used car vo KIDY ks casy =
minimal charge: for bulk orders. b fill eut our form, and a towing service will be there to pick up
L J your car in just a couple of days. Contact EID for mone information

Kids in Danger raised 3 rowul of $1660 as the
Signature Room at the %5ths February Chariey
of the Month! Thank FOU WEry much to the
Signature Room and all who participated,

This newsletter was made possible
by the generous contributions of | [T%
Peggy Groves Design, 313-341-0715 'J'i""

& printing by |B Graphics, Inc, h
B4T-956-6001.




