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DEAR KID FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS, 
Like many of you, the pandemic has affected KID’s work and outreach.  
But not always in a negative way.  While we have been working from 
home virtually since March, our work has continued.  

When we were stopped from our usual spring and summer outreach 
efforts at community meetings, health fairs and back-to-school fairs, 
we moved online and presented seven Safe from the Start webinars to 
educate parents and caregivers on the steps they can take to protect 
children from unsafe products. During these educational workshops, 
we outlined the problem of unsafe children’s products, identified 
specific product hazards, and provided participants with concrete tools 
and resources to identify and remove unsafe children’s products from 
their homes and facilities. We reached almost 400 parents, caregivers, 
home visitors and others who support families.

Switching to online workshops allowed KID to expand their reach across the entire country.

In our follow up survey, we asked attendees what action they’d take as 
a result of the webinar.  Over 37% of respondents stated that they’d 
use what they’d learned to educate parents, providers, and/or families, 
33% said that they’d check for product recalls and 21% of attendees 
said that they’d check for safety hazards in either home or facility. 

KID is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to protecting 
children by fighting for product 
safety. Our mission is to save 
lives by enhancing transparency 
and accountability through 
safer product development, 
better education and stronger 
advocacy for children.

One of the first things we did as the need to shelter in place set in was 
to develop guidance for families on hazards at home that might lead to 
injuries as children spend more time at home and parents are multi-
tasking with working from home, helping with schoolwork and more. 
We shared the resulting flyer widely - -but if you didn’t see it, you can 
head to KidsInDanger.org and find it both on our blog and news pages.  

As you’ll read throughout this newsletter, KID’s other work continued 
as well – new research to inform safety efforts, advocacy to strengthen 
protections for children including more stable furniture and safer sleep, 
as well as other outreach through social media and online platforms.  It 
was all made possible by an amazing staff and team of summer interns.  

But we had to postpone our Best Friend Award Night and have moved 
it to a virtual event on Thursday, October 15, 2020.  Learn more inside 
and plan to join us!

Nancy Cowles, Executive Director

What action will you take based on KID’s webinar?        %

Check for recalled products 33%
Sign up for emails & check KID website 4%
Register my children’s products 2%
Educate parents, providers, and families  37%
Check for safety hazards in home or facility 21%
Anchor furniture to the wall 2%

KID RESEARCH PROJECTS
With a full crew of amazing interns this summer, 
KID was able to dive into numerous children’s product 
safety research topics. 

Read inside for findings and find the full reports at 
www.KidsInDanger.org/research.

The results of  the follow-up survey from the webinar from over 37% of participants.

http://KidsInDanger.org
http://www.KidsInDanger.org/research


RECALLS: DO COMPANIES AND 
THE CPSC USE ALL AVENUES TO REACH 
CONSUMERS WHO HAVE DANGEROUS 
PRODUCTS?  
KID has gathered data on how frequently recalling companies and the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) report recalls on 
their social media accounts. The CPSC and manufacturers of children’s 
products are still not using all of the methods available to them to 
report recalls. Out of the 41 children’s product recalls that were issued 
from January through July 2020, only 19 recalls (46%) were posted 
to at least one CPSC social media platform and only 20 recalls (49%) 
were posted to recalling companies’ social media platforms. KID found 
that recalled furniture, sleepers and outdoor products are more likely 
to be posted on CPSC social media accounts. Communicating recalls 
in a timely fashion is especially important during these unprecedented 
times when families are staying at home due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  KID calls on the CPSC and recalling companies to use all tools 
to protect children and families from the devastating injuries and losses 
that result from recalled products remaining in the household. 

POWERFUL SMALL MAGNETS 
ARE CAUSING INCREASING INJURIES.  
In KID’s report Magnet Ingestion: Are We Moving in the Right  
Direction to Ensure Children’s Safety?, data shows injuries from  
dangerous magnets are growing. In 2014, there were an estimated 
31,500 emergency department-treated ingestion injuries associated 
with magnet products. In 2018, there was an estimated 250,900 
injuries – an increase of almost 700% from 2014. Children ages 0-4 
years appear to be at a greater risk for magnet-related ingestion in 
comparison to children ages 5-18 years. Additionally, a U.S. federal 
court overturned a rule issued by the CPSC in 2014 restricting the 
size and strength of rare-earth magnets in magnet sets. Consequently, 
magnet-related ingestion injuries have increased dramatically since the 
2016 overturn. KID recommends keeping products with small or loose 
magnets away from young children, avoiding purchasing magnets sold 
in large sets as it is difficult to recognize if a few magnets have gone 
missing and warn teens of the potential risk.  Parents can report any 
incidents with magnet sets at SaferProducts.gov.

THIS REPORT WILL GIVE YOU THE 
INFORMATION YOU NEED TO SAFELY 
SHOP SECONDHAND.  
KID researched 14 major nationwide secondhand retailers that had 
more than one location. This included storefront operations as well as 
consignment pop-up sales.  When interviewing and gathering infor-
mation from secondhand retailers, KID reviewed if retailers checked 
for recalls, regulations, safety standards, and had a system of account-
ability. The findings showed that many secondhand retailers placed the 
responsibility onto the consignors to check the CPSC’s database for 
unsafe products. 

KID urges families to take the extra step to safely shop from second-
hand providers. This evaluation concluded that some sellers do not 
thoroughly inspect products for recalls. To keep your families safe, 
check CPSC’s recall website cpsc.gov/recalls to identify if a product 
you plan to purchase has been recalled. Also check SaferProducts.gov 
if any incidents have been reported about the product.

WHILE BANNED FOR MORE THAN A 
GENERATION, LEAD STILL TURNS UP IN 
CHILDREN’S PRODUCTS.   
Between April 4, 2003 and April 30, 2020, the CPSC recalled 311 
children’s products for violating federal lead guidelines. Between 2014 
and 2019, an average of 3.5 children’s products were recalled for lead 
annually. As of May 2020, four children’s products have been recalled 
for violating federal lead guidelines this year. Between 2014 and 2020, 
the product categories that saw the most lead recalls were toys,  
jewelry, and outdoor and sports. Lead can threaten a child’s health 
without caregivers even being aware it is in the product.

KID urges parents and caregivers to be on the lookout for products 
recalled for or suspected of having lead levels that violate federal 
standards.

 Read full reports at www.KidsInDanger.org/research.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  
Through the work of many advocates, including the group Parents Against Tip-overs (PAT), the  
Stop Tip-overs of Unstable, Risky Dressers on Youth (STURDY) Act passed the U.S. House in a  
bipartisan vote and is currently in the U.S. Senate with co-sponsors from both sides of the aisle. 
KID is now working together with PAT and our allies to pass the STURDY Act in the Senate. The 
STURDY Act would set a strong, mandatory standard for dressers to prevent tip-overs and help keep 
children safe. It would require the CPSC to create a mandatory standard covering all free-standing 
clothing storage units and would include testing that more closely mimics real-life use scenarios. The 
Act will ensure that dressers and chests would stay upright under the weight of a child up to six years 
old, including different scenarios such as carpeting or loaded drawers.

We can’t let this chance slip away when we’ve worked so hard on this bipartisan bill and are so close to 
the finish line. Call your Senators today and ask them to co-sponsor the STURDY Act (S.1902).

http://SaferProducts.gov
http://cpsc.gov/recalls
http://SaferProducts.gov
http://www.KidsInDanger.org/research


Stephanie Zimmermann of the Chicago Sun-Times and Rachel  
Peachman of Consumer Reports whose groundbreaking  
reporting have had a direct impact on children’s product safety. 
You can find the recordings of the conversations at  
KidsInDanger.org/events. 

Nancy Cowles, Remington A. Gregg, and U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky

Crystal Ellis (holding photo of son Camden), Dan Mann and Shawn Kasserman

KID PRESENTS VIRTUAL 
CONVERSATIONS WITH PARENTS, 
LEGISLATORS, LAWYERS, AND 
JOURNALISTS. 
Each year, KID commemorates our progress, honors the memory  
of Danny Keysar, and highlights the contributions of child safety  
champions. The KID Best Friend Award Night has always brought 
together community leaders, safety advocates, families, and KID 
supporters. 

We are excited to host our first virtual Best Friend Award Night on 
October 15. (Find more information on the address panel, next page.)

Meanwhile, KID launched a remarkable series of three virtual events 
starting in July. The first conversation in July featured Crystal Ellis of 
Parents Against Tip-overs, who lost her son to a furniture tip-over and 
has become a fearless advocate fighting for reform and Dan Mann, an 
attorney who represents families whose children have died in IKEA 
furniture tip-overs. Then in August we spoke with past Best Friend 
Award honoree U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky, and Remington 
A. Gregg, Counsel for Civil Justice and Consumer Rights of Public 
Citizen about legislative achievements and the current regulatory 
environment. The September conversation featured journalists  

KID’S YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
BOARD HOLDS THEIR FIRST VIRTUAL 
TRIVIA NIGHT
KID’s Young Professionals Board (YPB) consists of engaged young pro-
fessionals in the Chicago area who have demonstrated strong leadership 
qualities and are committed to KID’s mission. Each member is an enthu-
siastic representative and advocate for the organization. The mission of 
the YPB is to engage and encourage Chicago area young professionals 
to share resources, time, and talent to support KID. The YPB’s most 
recent fundraising event was their Virtual Trivia Night, which was held 
on August 27 and raised $3,000 for KID! If you’re interested in joining 
KID’s Young Professionals Board or know someone who would be a good 
fit, please contact Dev Gowda at dev@kidsindanger.org.

Participants of the journalist conversation on September 17, 2020

http://KidsInDanger.org/events
mailto:dev%40kidsindanger.org?subject=
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SUMMER INTERNS AT KID 
This summer, KID hosted a large team of dedi-
cated interns and volunteers. All of our interns 
showed great adaptability by collaborating on 
projects while working from home. The team 
conducted research on safety gauges, magnets, 
secondhand children’s products, children’s prod-
ucts violating federal guidelines and more. They 
also created social media posts, drafted blogs, 
and contacted community organizations for our 
Chicago Interview Project.  Their efforts have 
helped KID in our mission to fight for children’s 
product safety. 

We’re currently welcoming our new Fall 2020 
team. Contact us if you’re looking for an engaging 
and impactful intern or volunteer experience. 

DONOR NEWS: We are so appreciative of all our supporters who have 
remembered KID during this pandemic. 
GRANTS: KID received two grants: $2,500 from Consumer Federation of America for 
our Recall.IT project and a $10,000 matching grant from the Reva and David Logan Family 
Foundation.  We were saddened to learn of the death of our long-time supporter 
Carol Senderowitz and honored by her bequest of $2,000 to KID.  

GIFTS: Additional large gifts were received from William Prinzmetal ($4,000), Danny and 
Anne Shapiro ($1,800), Don Mays ($1,000), Lisa Turano ($1,000), and The Romano 
Family Foundation ($1,000) .

IN MEMORY: Tribute donations were received in memory of Danny Keysar, Megan, 
Roberta Bakal, Michael Silverstein, Stuart Schwartz, Courtney Brousseau, and  
Ilene Sheridan. 

IN HONOR: KID also received tributes for August Nelson Monfort, Nancy Cowles, 
Bob Friedman, Griffin and Casey Gordon in honor of their son Hudson James, Ben and his 
wife in honor of the birth of their first son Oscar Kazuya, June Hou for the birth of her new 
baby Norah Min-Yi Chen, Ruxi Hill in honor of the birth of her daughter Lùana Míato, Alex 
and Victoria Moore in honor of the birth of their son Isaac, and Jeanne Brett in honor 
of the birth of her granddaughter Geneva.

CONNECT WITH US

@kidsindanger

Do you receive KID’s monthly email alert? 
Our monthly alert is the best way to keep up 
with updates about KID, children’s product  
recalls and other product safety news. Sign up  
on the homepage at www.KidsInDanger.org. 

http://www.kidsindanger.org
http://kidsindanger.ejoinme.org/bfa
http://Recall.IT
http://www.KidsInDanger.org
http://instagram.com/kidsindanger
http://facebook.com/kidsindanger
http://twitter.com/kidsindanger

