
 
 
January 11, 2021 
 
Office of the Secretary 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Room 820 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
 

Comments to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission on the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking on a Safety Standard for Crib Mattresses 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the safety standard for crib mattresses.  
The undersigned are individuals and organizations with a deep commitment to safe sleep for 
infants.   
 
Section 104 of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA), known as the 
Danny Keysar Child Product Safety Notification Act, requires the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) to develop strong safety standards for durable infant and toddler products.  
This Proposed Safety Standard for Crib Mattresses adds crib and other sleep product mattresses 
to Section 104, as CPSC has done with other durable infant and toddler products over the years.  
Our organizations support including mattresses under this section and support this proposed 
rule. The work on this proposed standard started with a petition filed by Keeping Babies Safe to 
eliminate supplemental mattresses sold for, and used in mesh play yards in addition to non-full 
size rigid cribs.  The proposed rule will cover all mattresses sold with or for cribs, non-full-size 
cribs and play yards.   
 
Our organizations, along with others in the child safety and public health arenas work tirelessly 
to educate parents on safe infant sleep.  A flat, firm sleep surface is key to that message.  The 
presence of soft mattresses and supplemental mattresses on the market confuses the message 
and leads to unsafe sleep environments and deaths.  We applaud this effort to put a strong 
standard for all crib and play yard mattresses in place to address suffocation, entrapment and 
provide a safe sleep environment.  
 
The NPR incorporates a firmness test based up on the Australian/New Zealand standard, AS/NZS 
8811.1:2013, Methods of Testing Infant Products: Part 1: Sleep Surfaces—Test for Firmness.  This 
test would measure the firmness of the mattress to prevent suffocation and entrapment. We urge 
the CPSC to use the test not only to keep soft mattresses off the market, but to analyze infant 
deaths on mattresses to continue to develop the test to accurately identify mattresses that 
increase the risk of death or injury.  
 
It is vital that the proposed rule address aftermarket mattresses.  For mesh cribs or play yards, 
aftermarket mattresses, if available, must meet the same requirements as the pad sold with the 
unit and be tested along with any unit for which it is labeled as an acceptable replacement.  
Mattresses for mesh play yards that don’t meet those requirements, such as simple foam pads 
with no support, must be banned by this proposed rule.  
 



The “Bare is Best” message along with “Back to Sleep,” can lead to a reduction in infant sleep 
related deaths, but only if the CPSC is committed to communicating these the safety messages 
and if the CPSC is committed to taking products off the market and recalling those products that 
run afoul of that message.   
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  We look forward to working with the 
CPSC to address these concerns and others that may arise to ensure that sleeping environments 
do not pose risks to infants.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ashley Lamps, President 
Aden Lamps Foundation 
 
Lauren Levy, Founder 
adensmom.com 
 
Harper Morton, Educator 
All For Childhood  
 
Carianna Gibb, Owner 
All The Sleeps 
 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
 
Karen Sheehan, MD, MPH, Medical Director, 
Injury Prevention & Research Center 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital 
of Chicago 
 
Dr. Stephanie Levine 
Atlantic Health System  
 
S. Garza-Cox, MD, President 
Baby Education for South Texas - B.E.S.T. 
 
Amanda Saucedo, Founder/President 
Benny Bears  
 
Kate Desmond, Executive Director 
Charlie's Kids Foundation 
 
 

Shayna Raphael, Board President  
Claire Bear Foundation 
 
Rachel Weintraub, Legislative Director and 
General Counsel  
Consumer Federation of America 
 
Robert Herrell, Executive Director 
Consumer Federation of California 
 
Judith Bannon, Executive Director/Founder 
Cribs for Kids, Inc. 
 
Jody Segrave-Daly, Co-Founder and Nurse 
Educator 
Fed Is Best Foundation  
 
Judy Aschner, MD, Physician-in-Chief, Joseph 
M. Sanzari Children's Hospital, Chair of 
Pediatrics 
Hackensack University Medical Center 
 
Casey Manser, Executive Director  
Iowa SIDS Foundation  
 
Jonathan Jaffe, President and CEO 
Jaffe Communications 
 
Carolyn Glodek, Director of Client Services 
Life Choices Resource Center 
 
Joyce Davis, President, and Joan Risavy 
Keeping Babies Safe 



Kathryn Martin, Executive Director 
Kellie Rynn Academy  
 
Nancy Cowles, Executive Director 
Kids In Danger  
 
Janette Fennell, President 
KidsAndCars.org 
 
Dia Gainor, Executive Director 
National Association of State Emergency 
Medical Services Officials 
 
Diana Zuckerman, President 
National Center for Health Research  
 
Jamel Holley, Assemblyman 
New Jersey General Assembly 
 
Liz Montgomery, Executive Director 
Northwest Infant Survival and SIDS 
Alliance  
 
Carolyn E. DeBoer, MS, Chief Strategy Officer 
The Partnership for Maternal and Child 
Health of Northern New Jersey, Inc. 
 
JoAnna Becker, Owner 
Peace of Mind Newborn Care LLC 
 
Free N. Hess, Founder  
The Pedimom 
 
Janae Marelettom, Child Death Review 
Program Manager 
Public Health of Seattle & King County 
 
Sabiha Roksana, Director 
of Strategic Communications 
ROCKING INC 
 
 

Michelle Barry, Chair, Board of Directors  
Safe Infant Sleep  
 
Amy Hill 
Safe Kids Illinois and Chicago 
 
Anthony Green, Chief Officer for Advocacy & 
Network 
Safe Kids Worldwide 
 
Paul Bonta, Director, Government Relations 
Safe States Alliance 
 
Barbara M. Ostfeld, PhD, Program Director 
Thomas Hegyi, MD, Medical Director 
SIDS Center of New Jersey 
 
Linda C. Degutis, Immediate Past President 
Society for Advancement of Violence and 
Injury Research 
 
Elaine Auld, CEO 
Society for Public Health Education 
 
Holly Parlavecchio, CAO 
Keren Ebel Avery, MD 
Somerset Pediatric Group 
  
Nancy Maruyama, RN, BSN, Executive 
Director 
Sudden Infant Death Services of Illinois, 
Inc.  
 
Fern R. Hauck, MD, MS, Professor 
University of Virginia  
 
Rachel Y. Moon, MD, Harrison Distinguished 
Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Virginia School of Medicine 
 
Lesly Tinoco, Behavioral Case Manager 
Zufall Health Center

 


