
DEAR KID FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS, 
When the pandemic shut KID – and the rest of the world – down last 
spring and we began working remotely and in new ways online, we kept 
thinking it was a short-term disruption. But here we are, more than a year 
later, still doing most of our work remotely and virtually. But KID has still 
been able to have a measurable effect on children’s product safety.  

Since our Fall newsletter, KID has conducted three safety webinars 
for parents, home visitors and resellers.  Read inside about the new 
workshop for resellers of children’s products – making sure that new or 
used, products families are buying are safe.  

We participated in standard setting, both through ASTM International 
and through commenting on proposed mandatory rules on crib bumper 
pads and crib mattresses.  But more needs to be done and you’ll see our 
story inside about the need for Congress to act to require a mandatory 
standard for furniture stability (The STURDY Act) and on infant 
products such as crib bumper pads and infant sleep products.  

At the annual International Consumer Product Health and Safety 
Organization (ICPHSO) Symposium in February – virtual for the first 
time – KID staff spoke on social media and product safety and about 
safety information to help keep families shopping safer online.  

KID has continued our work supporting the efforts of parent advocates, 
who like KID’s founders, are finding ways to turn tragedy to advocacy by 
working to keep other children safe.  We have recently learned of 
several deaths – and more near misses – of young children who ingest 
button batteries that come loose from both children’s products and 
other electronics.  We’ll be working to support efforts to strengthen 
requirements for containment of batteries in products, increase public 
awareness of this danger, and search for long term solutions so that 
a loose battery is not an extreme hazard to children.  If you have an 
encounter with a dangerous product, please reach out to KID and report 
it to SaferProducts.gov so the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission can act. 
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With the pandemic heading into its second year, KID has again post-
poned our annual KID’s Best Friend Award Night to the fall.  We’ll 
keep you posted with details when available.  This spring you can join us 
virtually for our Wine & Conversation with KID on Wednesday, April 
28, 2021.   

Nancy Cowles, Executive Director

CHILDREN’S PRODUCT RECALLS RISE  
SLIGHTLY: LEAD, FURNITURE TIP-OVERS 
& UNSAFE SLEEP HAZARDS ADDRESSED  

Since 2002, KID has released an annual report analyzing children’s 
product recalls. This year’s report, Tracking Trends: Children’s Product 
Recalls in 2020, examines children’s product recalls in 2020. After ten 
years of a downward trend to the lowest level of recalls (2018), recalls 
are rising slightly. The number of recalls in 2020 (63) is slightly higher 
than in 2019 (58) and 2018 (53) but is still lower than every other year 
that KID has collected data. Nursery products accounted for the high-
est number of recalls (16), and six of the nursery product recalls were 
infant inclined sleep products.

Additional findings in the report include:
  Furniture tip-overs have been a serious hazard for years. This year  
  saw a continued increased in recalls of unstable dressers and other  
  furniture. Fourteen out of 63 recalled products (22%) were 
  furniture items. Eleven products in the furniture category were   
  recalled due to a tip-over hazard.
  Recalls for lead saw a spike in 2020. Nine products were recalled  
  due to high levels of lead, compared to only one lead recall in 2019.
  Social media usage by the CPSC and recalling companies to alert  
  consumers about recalled products has remained low. In 2020, the  
  CPSC posted 49% of children’s product recalls on Facebook, 49%  
  on Twitter, and only 10% on Instagram. Recalling companies were  
  also low – 43% on Facebook, 29% on Twitter, and 21% on Instagram.

                   Read more inside



KID urges policymakers to strengthen and mandate furniture safety 
standards to prevent tip-overs, which the CPSC should enact. Current 
standards are only voluntary and do not adequately reflect real world use 
and injury scenarios. The CPSC should recall all inclined sleep products still 
on the market or in homes, and policymakers should ban these inherently 
unsafe products to prevent more deaths. In addition, the CPSC’s proposed 
rule on Infant Sleep Products should be published. The CPSC and recalling 
companies need to prioritize recall effectiveness. Every recall should be 
posted on social media in addition to other measures to increase the likeli-
hood recalled products are removed from use. The CPSC should improve 
its FOIA capabilities to provide recall effectiveness data, and Congress 
should provide adequate funding for the CPSC to fulfill its mission. 
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Number of incident reports decreases over time for all incident reports submitted to SaferProducts.gov
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PRODUCT HAZARD CATEGORY
Recalls by hazard show injury, tip-over, and lead poisoning increasing.
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Nursery and furniture account for top categories of 65 recalls shown above.
Read KID reports at www.kidsindanger.org/research. 

WILL THIS BE THE YEAR CONGRESS 
ACTS ON THE EPIDEMIC OF FURNI-
TURE TIP-OVER DEATHS?  
KID is pleased to announce that the Stop Tip-overs of Unstable, 
Risky Dressers on Youth (STURDY) Act (H.R.1314 / S.441), has 
been reintroduced in Congress by U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL-9) 
and Senator Bob Casey (PA). A child is sent to the emergency 
room due to a furniture tip-over every 60 minutes, and on average, 
one to two children die every month. The STURDY Act would 
require the CPSC to create a strong mandatory standard within 
one year of enactment that would: cover all clothing storage units 
such as dressers, chests, and bureaus; require testing to simulate 
the weights of children up to 72 months old; require testing mea-
sures to account for scenarios involving carpeting, loaded drawers, 
multiple open drawers, and the dynamic force of a climbing child; 
and mandate strong warning requirements. 
 
The current voluntary standard does not address these known 
factors, and industry has been slow to strengthen it. The U.S. 
House passed the STURDY Act in 2019 with bipartisan support 
but it stalled in the Senate. KID is working with Parents Against 
Tip-overs and other medical and consumer advocates to pass the 
bill. Support the Act by calling your Congressperson and U.S. 
Senators and asking them to co-sponsor the STURDY Act. 
Find your elected officials’ names and contact information at 
www.govtrack.us/congress/members. 

KID is also working with policy makers on bills that would ban crib 
bumper pads and infant inclined sleep products - inherently unsafe 
products that have led to dozens of infant deaths. 

SAFERPRODUCTS.GOV 
PROVIDES VALUABLE DATA BUT IS 
UNDERUTILIZED
 
KID’s Checkup on SaferProducts.gov analyzes incident reports submitted 
to SaferProducts.gov by consumers, healthcare providers, state  
government officials and others regarding incidents with potentially  
unsafe products. The report focuses on children’s product incidents 
posted from March 11, 2011, the day SaferProducts.gov launched, to 
December 1, 2020.   The information was analyzed for the ages of chil-
dren affected, types of products mentioned, severity of injuries reported, 
frequently mentioned manufacturers, and more. 

Almost half (49%) of the reports in the sample listed a victim under the 
age of three. These infants and toddlers were most affected by juvenile 
products, primarily sleep products like cribs, mattresses, and cradles. 
Fisher-Price was the most cited manufacturer in the sample of incident 
reports. Of the 7,161 reports, there were 82 reports of death, 161 reports 
of hospital admission and 471 reports of treatment received from an 
emergency department because of dangerous products. Injury estimates 

from the CPSC suggest that the incidents reported to  
SaferProducts.gov only comprise a small fraction of total injuries. Saf-
erProducts.gov remains an underutilized resource for consumers. Since 
its launch, there have been fewer reports filed every year, indicating that 
the site can benefit from a greater emphasis on raising awareness of the 
database among consumers, as well as highlighting its role in preventing 
injuries and getting unsafe products out of homes.



PELOTON 
SAFE SLEEP
VICTORY 

In February, KID launched a campaign calling on the popular exercise 
company Peloton to take down a commercial that shows images of an 
unsafe infant sleep environment including crib bumper pads. Over 2,000 
people signed our petition, and KID staff spoke with Peloton just days 
after launching our campaign. The company apologized for the unintended  
unsafe image in the commercial and committed to not using unsafe infant 
sleep images in future ads. The portrayal of babies in dangerous sleep 
environments in the media has been a growing problem. A study that 
researched stock photos of infants found that only 5% adhere to the 
American Academy of Pediatrics’ guidelines. Perception is reality, and 
images showing unsafe environments confuse safe sleep messaging. 
Please contact KID if you see any instance of unsafe sleep or product  
use in the media. 

2020 VIRTUAL BEST FRIEND AWARD 
NIGHT RECAP
 
KID hosted our Virtual Best Friend Award (BFA) Night on October 15 to 
honor Danny and Anne Shapiro for over 20 years of commitment to KID  
and children’s product safety. While we would have loved to have our usual  
in-person event, we were thrilled with the support we received for our first  
virtual BFA Night. NBC 5 Chicago’s Lisa Parker emceed the event and 
kicked off the night along with event co-chairs David Zivan and Dawn  
Kasserman, welcoming everyone who joined us from across the country. 
Attendees heard messages from prior BFA honorees, and KID founders Linda 
Ginzel and Boaz Keysar presented Danny and Anne with their award. The 
Shapiros spoke on their history with KID, from their own experience with an 
unsafe children’s product and how that incident galvanized them to join the 
fight for children’s product safety. Attendees learned about KID’s work,  
engaged in a thrilling live auction, and enjoyed raffle baskets and a silent 
auction. Thank you to everyone who attended, our sponsors, and those who 
donated auction and raffle prizes. We look forward to the 2021 Best Friend 
Night in the fall, which will likely have both in-person and virtual  
components due to the pandemic. 

Top photo: Danny and Anne Shapiro;  Middle left: BFA Night attendees Ashley McFee and 
Angela Grossi;  Middle right: KID founders, Linda Ginzel and Boaz Keysar;
Lower photo: Live auction with auctioneer Amy Kelly 

INTERNS 
MAKING AN 
IMPACT ON 
SAFETY 

This year, KID has prioritized building our presence on social media, especially 
Instagram, because so many young parents receive and share child-related 
information on Instagram. One of our interns, Kasey, is a mom herself and a 
parent blogger/influencer. She has been working to create more content on 
KID’s Instagram including video reels, and increase our engagement. From 
November 2020 to March 2021, we’ve increased our Instagram followers by 
45%. Thank you to Kasey for her hard work, and to our great team of interns 
and volunteers for their dedication to KID and children’s product safety. We 
could not do all the work we do without them. Contact us if you know some-
one who would like to intern or volunteer with KID.
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DONOR NOTES   

KID received grants from The Turano Foundation ($5,000), Underwriters 
Laboratories ($2,500) and DaVita ($1,000).  

We also want to thank those who supported our September 2021 Best Friend 
Award Night with sponsorships: Danny and Anne Shapiro, Sonny & Julia 
Garg, Breathable Baby, and Tomasik Kotin Kasserman Law Firm.  Other gen-
erous donations for the Best Friend Award Night came from Josh Balonick, 
Todd & Marcia Smith, Nathan and Randy Shapiro, Bradley Zamler, Sarah 
Clarke and Omri Ben-Shahar, Amy and Brian O’Connell, Nancy & Gregg 
Seiler, and Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tanz.  Early contributors were listed in our Fall 
newsletter. 

KID raised over $42,000 in year-end donations including for Giving Tuesday.  
Special thanks to Linda Ginzel & Boaz Keysar ($10,000), Jeremy and Janet 
McGee ($4,000), France LeClerc and Richard Thaler ($2,500), Susan 
Goldin Meadow ($2,500), Eugene and Sally Fama ($2,000), Barbara Passy 
($2,000) and Sally Blount ($1,500).

KID received matching gifts from AbbVie, CDK Global, Exelon Corporation, 
Hearst, Microsoft, Nuance, Transunion, and Wells Fargo. Matching gifts are a 

great way to increase the impact your gift to KID has on our lifesaving work. 
A special thanks to Janet McGee who arranged a Park Lane Jewelry Sale for 
KID along with those who purchased jewelry.  Park Lane donated 50% of the 
proceeds to KID – raising over $2,220 and the McGee family contributed 
the other 50% plus more to KID!  We are so honored to work in Ted McGee’s 
memory on furniture stability.  

KID received tribute donations in memory of Dr. William Meadow, Tanielle 
Miller, Amy Wright’s father Peter, Barbara Kato, David & Gary Asano’s 
mother Dink, Marilynn Oliphant’s mother Gloria, Yitzhak Tishler, Lucy Irene 
Fry Ianacone, Marvin Zonis, George Wu’s father Weiping, Maryann Trafi-
cante Mills, Curran Rosser, Ruth (Rachel) Marcus, Nancy Appleton PhD, 
Sharon Vadeboncouer, Bob May, Margaret Weber McGill, and Carol Verblen 
Senderowitz. 

We also received tribute donations in honor of Linda Ginzel & Boaz Keysar, 
Lisa Turano, David Zivan, Judy Sayah Sage in honor of her birthday, in honor 
of the marriage of Jasmine Kwong and Ashwin Avasarala, in honor of the birth 
of Rose Mia Levine, in honor of the births of Ziv Yacov Yitzchak, Shikha Evans’ 
grandson Andy, Vera Reese Williams, Talia Grey, and Reid Boaz Gilbert.

PRODUCT SAFETY OUTREACH TO RESELLERS  
Throughout the pandemic, KID staff has led webinars of our popular Safe from the Start workshop, educating parents, caregivers, and health professionals 
about safe sleep and children’s product safety. In January, KID led a special workshop for the Consignment Events Association, a group of independent 
consignment sale owners.  Attendees were excited to learn ways they could make their sales even safer and avoid dangerous products.  KID urges everyone to be 
aware that recalled and other dangerous children’s products commonly show up in many places, such as in garage sales, church rummage sales, and as 
hand-me-downs. Before you buy secondhand or donate an item, check for recalls at cpsc.gov. Learn more about secondhand product safety at
www.kidsindanger.org/secondhand-products.  Contact KID for information on educational webinars for your organization. 

RECALL.IT: 
A new tool in the works to give parents 
more information while shopping online  
KID has been developing a browser extension that will give 
consumers more information about products they buy for their 
families online. On Recall.it, shoppers can view recalls, incident 
reports and injury information while shopping on online sites such 
as Amazon, eBay, and Craigslist. Recall.it is reaching Beta phase 
for testing. We’re working to get the extension to run faster, 
smoother, and on more browsers. Stay tuned for updates as we 
share it more widely this year. If you would be willing to help as we 
test the product, please let us know via email@kidsindanger.org.


